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Examining the status of women in four New England seaports in the 17th and 18th centuries, Elaine

Forman Crane argues that women suffered a deterioration in economic and social standing as the

market economy and government expanded. She makes a strong case for viewing the feminization

of poverty in contemporary America as a product of these historical origins.
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Elaine Forman Crane is Professor of History at Fordham University. She is the author of A

Dependent People: Newport, Rhode Island, in the Revolutionary Era, and the editor of The Diary of

Elizabeth Drinker, a three-volume work, and The Diary of Elizabeth Drinker: The Life Cycle of an

Eighteenth-Century Woman, both published by Northeastern University Press. She lives in New

York City.
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